
 

 

Introduction: 

 

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

As we re-gather today to begin a new school year, we pause for a few moments to reflect on what 

has happened in these past months, and to ask for God’s help as we prepare for the time ahead.  

 

[It may be decided to pause here to invite students to briefly share memories and feelings with the 

person beside them] 

 

As a Christian school community, it’s important that we take some time together every now and 

again to slow down and to reflect on what is important. As we gather today for a few moments of 

prayer and silence, we ask God to be with us and to bless us. 

 

Candle Ritual:   

 

We’ll begin by lighting candles, which are symbols of light, hope, and peace. They remind us that we 

are not alone, but are here together for one another, and that God is always with us too. 

 

As we begin our time today, we light four special candles: 

 

Candle 1: 

We light the first candle for our whole school community.  We return today following a rocky end 

to last year, and, as we light this candle, we formally begin our new year together, and we ask God 

to be with us every step of the way.  

 

Candle 2: 

We light our second candle for the wider world. People all over the planet are experiencing a lot of 

pain, turmoil, and upset right now.  As we light this candle, we are showing our solidarity with 

people who are suffering at this moment, and we ask God to ease their agony. 

 

Candle 3: 

We light our third candle today for all of you present. Every person in this room has hopes, dreams, 

and desires for the future.  As we light this candle, we ask God to give you the drive, energy, and 

vision to go out and achieve all the things you want to do this year. 

 

Candle 4:   

As we light our final candle, we invite you to remember these past precarious months and to recall 

some of the people who have been special to you during them: The loved ones who may have died 

and the loved ones who are still here for you…PAUSE…We remember them with gratitude as we 

pray to and for them.  Be with them always, Lord.    

 

 

Gospel Reading: 

Can be read by one voice or two 

 

 

For ONE voice: 

A reading from the Gospel of St. Matthew:  

 



 

 

There is a story in the Bible, to be found in the Gospel of Matthew, and it recounts the time that 

Jesus miraculously calmed a storm. 

The account tells us that the apostles were in a boat with Jesus when... 

A furious squall came up, the winds howled, and the waves broke over the boat, so that it was 

nearly swamped. Jesus was in the stern of the boat, sleeping on a cushion. The disciples were afraid 

for their lives. They woke him, and said, “Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?” With that, Jesus 

got up, shouted at the wind, and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be still!” Then the wind died down, and 

it was completely calm. Jesus wondered why the disciples thought he would let anything bad 

happen to them. He said to them, “Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?” They were 

terrified, and asked each other, “Who is this? Even the wind and the waves obey him.” 

 

 

 

For TWO Voices: 

 

READER 1:  

There is a story in the Bible, to be found in the Gospel of Matthew, that beings comfort to many 

people. The story recounts the time that Jesus miraculously calmed a terrifying storm. 

READER 2: 

The account tells us that the disciples were out on a lake in a boat with Jesus, when a furious storm 

came up. The winds howled, and the waves broke over the boat, so that it was nearly swamped. 

READER 1: 

Jesus was in the stern of the boat, sleeping on a cushion. The disciples were afraid of their lives. 

They woke him, and said, “Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?”  

READER 2: 

With that, Jesus got up, shouted at the wind, and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be still!” Then the wind 

died down, and it was completely calm. 

READER 1: 

Jesus wondered why the disciples thought he would let anything bad happen to them. He said to 

them, “Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?” They were terrified and asked each 

other, “Who is this? Even the wind and the waves obey him.” 

READER 2: 

This is the Word of the Lord 

 

Reflection on the Gospel: 

 

When we think back to March 12th, 2020, as we walked out of school on that drizzly afternoon in 

Spring, little did we realise that a sea swell was rising, and the world as we knew it then was about 

to change utterly.  

 

The days and weeks that followed were a dark, frightening, and stressful times for many. People 

were sick, people were dying, you couldn’t see your friends, play sports, go out, do any of the 

things that you would normally do. In essence, you were asked to stop doing all the things that 

makes being a teenager fun. Naturally, some people found this really difficult, and it may have felt 

overwhelming at times, as if you were about to be swamped.  

 

Yet, out of that turmoil and fear and difficulty and frustration, came great big beacons of light and 

hope. We saw moving acts of kindness as neighbour helped neighbor. We we saw tremendous acts 

of commitment as frontline workers turned up to their jobs day after day. We saw acts of great 

compassion as people found new ways to comfort those who had lost loved ones. We saw acts of 

friendship as people discovered new ways to connect in cyberspace,.We saw acts of love as people 

went above and beyond to help those who needed help. Kindness, commitment, compassion, 



 

 

friendship, and love: These are the traits that shone out on the darkest days. These are the traits that 

helped us get through it all, and these are traits that are the hallmark of what it means to be a good 

person. When you think back over that time, if you did anything to help anyone, no matter how big 

or small, we salute you. 

 

As we gather today, many aspects of the year ahead are uncertain. We can’t plan too far into the 

future, and, for some of you, that will bring it with a level of anxiety. But one thing we do know is 

that, as a school community, we will continue to be. We will support each other, help each other, be 

there for each other, and together we will get through this time. 

 

Like the apostles in the boat after Jesus calmed that storm, we are still feeling the waves and 

whirlpools of this tempest called Covid. We are uncertain about what the future holds, but, like the 

apostles, if we have faith in God and we support each other, we can withstand any gales that beat 

down upon us. 

 

 

 

Prayers of the Faithful: 

 

We pause now to hear our prayers of the faithful.  

 

Reader 1: 

 

Today we pray for all those who are sick or unwell at this time. We pray for those who have 

suffered because of Covid or because of other illnesses, both physical and mental. We pray that they 

feel well again soon. 

Lord, hear us. 

Lord. graciously hear us.. 

 

Reader 2: 

 

Today we pray for anyone we know who has died since we were last together…PAUSE …May 

they find peace in the loving arms of God, and may those who mourn them find support and 

comfort in their friends and families. 

Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

Reader 3: 

 

Today we pray for our whole school community: Students, staff, parents, and any person who is 

close to us. We ask God to be with us as we strive for a successful and enriching year ahead. 

Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us.. 

 

Reader 4: 

 

Today we pray for those who do not have enough. There are hundreds of millions of people in our 

world who are hungry for food, hungry for justice, and hungry for the right to live their life in 

peace. This year, Lord, we ask you to grant us the courage to play our part in making our world 

more harmonious, more peaceful, and fairer for all. 

Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 



 

 

 

 

 

Reader 5: 

 

Today we pray for those who suffer persecution. Many millions of people all over the world live in 

fear for their lives because of poverty, politics, religion, race, gender, and sex. We pray today for a 

world where people can live in peace, where fear is no longer necessary, and where every human 

being is recognised as a godsend, an individual worthy of respect and reverence. 

Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

Reader 6: 

 

Today we pray for ourselves, our families and those who love us and take care of us.  Bless them 

and us and keep us close and generous towards each other 

Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

 

 

Prayer of Thanks: 

 

As we look back over the last six months we offer a prayer of thanks to God for blessing us with 

people who went above and beyond the call of duty in our time of need. These people cared for 

those who needed caring, protected those who needed protecting, and kept on providing the 

essential services that made sure our lives could bear some resemblance to normality. 

 

 

Today we say a prayer of thanks to God for all of those. 

Patient caring 

Scrub wearing 

Stethoscope slinging 

Prescription filling  

Ward cleaning 

Phone answering  

Tea making  

Street sweeping 

Bin collecting 

Letter posting 

Green growing 

Shelf stacking 

Shop running 

Passenger moving 

Meal making 

Lorry driving 

Cow milking  

Garda patrolling 

Food producing  

Child minding 

Home schooling  

Online zooming 



 

 

Volunteering  

Prayer saying 

Socially distant  

Superheroes  

May God continue to bless them and those they love. 

 

 

Conclusion: 

 

As our prayer time draws to a close, I invite you to close your eyes for a moment, take a deep, 

calming breath, and think back over the last 6 months.  

Go all the way back to last March.  

Overnight the shops were shuttered and the schools were closed, 

The roads became quieter, but the birds seemed to get louder 

The newspapers got thinner, but the news seemed more important than ever. 

We noticed spring slowly give way to summer. 

The churches and mosques and synagogues and temples were closed as people began to pray at 

home. 

We saw posters for movies that never got to the cinema 

We saw clearer skies and weeds growing on our busy streets and roads, as the planet was given a 

moment to breathe. 

 

We started queuing for shops and became used to wearing our masks 

We looked up at giant yellow billboards telling us to stay home 

We went on long walks. 

We learned that little things, like seeing family and friends, are actually really big and important 

things. 

Some people made banana bread, and some people didn’t. 

Some people enjoyed the slower pace of life, and some people didn’t.  

Some people got sick, and some people didn’t. 

Some people didn’t make it, and heartbroken families try to carry on. 

 

This last six months has been unlike anything that any of us has experienced before. 

Covid-19 has been a blight on the world. It has brought suffering, pain, and turmoil to so many. 

But, from that turmoil, we have learned the importance of connection and community, of friendship 

and family, of love and service. We learned that, for the first time in a long time, we were more 

united than ever; that, despite our different nationalities, backgrounds and family situations, when 

we work together we can defeat things that threaten to harm us. Out of this darkness, we have 

learned something good about ourselves. Whether young, middle-aged, or elderly, we now know 

never to take this precious thing called life for granted.  

 

 

We end by reminding ourselves of the words of Jeremiah. He tells us of God’s love for us and how, 

even on rocky and unsteady days, we should always keep looking to tomorrow, and take comfort in 

the fact that God says: ‘I know the plans I have for you, plans to prosper you, and not to harm you; 

plans to give you hope and a future.’ 

 

With these thoughts in mind, we make our prayers today through Christ our Lord. 

Amen.  


