
HOLY WEEK: A journey through 
Suffering and Hope 
These reflections are built around excerpts taken from an article called “Life 
in the Time of Coronavirus”, written by Andrea Vicini, SJ, Professor of Moral 
Theology and Bioethics at Boston College, MA, USA.  The full text of this 
article can be viewed at https://www.laciviltacattolica.com/author/andrea-
vicini/  

Prayer Intention: At the start of Holy Week, we pause to reflect on the current global 
emergency. At a time when we would normally be gathering together to share in the rituals 
and ceremonies of the Lord’s Passion and Resurrection, we find ourselves in an unfamiliar 
place, a strange land, one in which we feel vulnerable and afraid. But it is also one which 
has slowed the pace of life, slowed our activity and our busyness, one in which there can 
be more space for the Lord, for prayer and for each other. So we ask you Lord, whose 
journey we remember, to help us use this unexpected experience as an opportunity to 
recall that familiar story, those deeply embedded ceremonies through a new lens, the lens 
of our collective fear and suffering, and to bring our own personal emotions to our prayer 
in these days of contemplation of your Paschal Mystery.    

Reflection: In the time of the coronavirus 

In times of…[pandemic], we ask ourselves who we are, how we are to live, what causes 
all this and where is our God when we suffer. As we search for answers, what emerges is 
the urgent need for care, with a special focus on the poorest and most vulnerable. 

The current global pandemic…asks us to pay attention to the way in which, in the time of 
coronavirus, our lives, both personally and collectively, in their most ordinary dimensions, 
are changing. 

Our…life takes its patterns, its timing, from the virus. It is the virus…that determines how 
we interact with family members, work colleagues, neighbours and…in religious 
celebrations; how we avoid touching our face, shaking hands and kissing; how we stay at 
a safe distance from those around us and…wash our hands;…how we limit our movements 
by bus, train, ship and plane; how we move or cancel [events, activities], and even classes 
in schools and universities, preferring virtual ways of meeting and teaching. 

Even the way we contaminate the environment is also changing…satellite images reveal 
a…drop in environmental pollution in China, due to measures to contain or mitigate the 
spread of the infection (factories and schools closed, quarantine, ban on circulation),…[but] 
tons of used masks are accumulating…Since they are contaminated sanitary waste, 
specific facilities are needed to dispose of them, with the existing ones insufficient…  
(Excerpt from “Life in the Time of Coronavirus”) 

“As Christians we are also called to accept the world as a sacrament of communion, as a way of 
sharing with God and our neighbours on a global scale. It is our humble conviction that the divine 
and the human meet in the slightest detail in the seamless garment of God’s creation, in the last 
speck of dust of our planet.” LS9 

“The urgent challenge to protect our common home includes a concern to bring the whole human 
family together…for we know that things can change. The Creator does not abandon us; he never 
forsakes his loving plan or repents or having created us. Humanity still has the ability to work 
together in building our common home.” LS13  
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