Penitential Service for Advent
Music/Hymn Suggestions: O Come, O Come Emmanuel; O Come All Ye Faithful.
Leader: Sign of the Cross

Opening Prayer: 

Leader:  Loving God, in this time of Advent as we prepare to welcome your Son Jesus into the world, we gather to pray that we might hear your voice and respond to your call to be forgiven.  We come together fully aware of our need for reconciliation.  We ask for your mercy and grace. May our time together bring us your forgiveness and help us to see your Spirit at work in our everyday lives.

We ask this through Christ, our Lord, Amen.

Reader 1: First Reading: A reading from first letter of St Paul to the Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11                                                                                                                                                                   In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.  God can testify how I long for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ – to the glory and praise of God.
The Word of the Lord

All: Thanks be to God.
Reader 2: Psalm 25 
The Response is: To you O Lord I lift up my soul.

1. Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach me your paths.                                                                                    Lead me in your truth, and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation;                                                                         for you I wait all day long.

Response: To you O Lord I lift up my soul.

2. Good and upright is the Lord;                                                                                                                                                therefore he instructs sinners in the way.                                                                                                                                He leads the humble in what is right and teaches the humble his way.  

Response: To you O Lord I lift up my soul.

3. All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and faithfulness,                                                                                                      for those who keep his covenant and his decrees.                                                                                               The friendship of the Lord is for those who fear him,                                                                                                            and he makes his covenant known to them.

Response: To you O Lord I lift up my soul.

4. My eyes are ever toward the Lord,                                                                                                       for he will pluck my feet out of the net.                                                                                                                                Turn to me and be gracious to me,                                                                                                                      for I am lonely and afflicted.  

Response: To you O Lord I lift up my soul.

Gospel Acclamation: “Behold, the Lord comes to save his people; blessed are those prepared to meet him.”

Leader: Gospel: Luke 3:10-18  A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke.

What should we do then?’ the crowd asked.
John answered, ‘Anyone who has two shirts should share with the one who has none, and anyone who has food should do the same.’
Even tax collectors came to be baptised. ‘Teacher,’ they asked, ‘what should we do?’
‘Don’t collect any more than you are required to,’ he told them.
Then some soldiers asked him, ‘And what should we do?’
He replied, ‘Don’t extort money and don’t accuse people falsely – be content with your pay.’ The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John might possibly be the Messiah. John answered them all, ‘I baptise you with water. But one who is more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing-floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.’ And with many other words John exhorted the people and proclaimed the good news to them.

The Gospel of the Lord

All: Praise to our Lord Jesus Christ.

Homily (Both readings are a hymn to God who will always encourage his people to be new persons within a corrupt world.  As followers of Jesus, we are expected to act fairly, to show love and mercy and to offer courageous witness.) 
Examination of Conscience (Quiet Background music can be played during the examination of conscience)
Reader 3: What kind of Christian am I in:

A) My religious practice:

Do I give time to God in my life?                                                                                             Do I pray regularly?                                                                                                                                 Do I join my parish community for Sunday Mass or other Sacraments?

B) My home life:

What am I like to live with? Do I make my home happy?                                              Am I selfish or moody?                                                                                                             Do I cause serious problems in my home? Am I violent, lazy or selfish?

C) My relationship with others:

Am I tolerant of others? Do I treat others with respect?                                                        Am I bitter towards anyone? Do I hold a grudge against anyone?                             Do I forgive those who hurt me?                                                                                                  Do I look down on any group or individual or mistreat them because they are different?

D) My practice of justice:

Am I too fond of material things?                                                                                         Do I respect the needs, rights and property of others?                                                 Am I honest in my relationships?                                                                                         Do I pay my debts and return borrowed goods?                                                              Do I cheat or steal?                                                                                                                     Do I respect the environment and all God’s creation?
Rite of Reconciliation:

Leader: Let us kneel together and confess our sins.

All: I Confess to Almighty God, and to you my brothers and sisters, that I have greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in my words, in what I have done and what I have failed to do, through my fault, through my fault, my most grievous fault; therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-virgin, all the Angels and Saints, and you my brothers and sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our God. 
Individual confession to Priest & Absolution

Reflective music and silent prayer.

Leader: To express our sorrow for our sin, let us pray together the Act of Sorrow.

All: O my God, I thank you for loving me. I am sorry for all my sins, for not loving others and not loving you. Help me to live like Jesus and not to sin again. Amen.

Leader: Now let us pray together the prayer that Jesus taught us:

Our Father…

Concluding Prayer: 

Leader: Loving and merciful God, you show us the power of your great love.  In forgiving us you give us a freedom to forgive others.  As we journey together towards Bethlehem, may we draw closer to you and to one another. We ask this prayer through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen.  

Sign of the Cross

