4th Sunday in Advent Yr B 2017
Luke 1:26-38
The angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in
Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to
a man named Joseph, of the House of David;
and the virgin’s name was Mary. He went in
and said to her,
‘Rejoice,
so highly
favoured!
The Lord
is with
you.’ She
was
deeply
disturbed
by these
words and
asked
herself
what this
greeting
could mean, but the angel said to her, ‘Mary, do
not be afraid; you have won God’s favour.
Listen! You are to conceive and bear a son, and
you must name him Jesus. He will be great and
will be called Son of the Most High. The Lord
God will give him the throne of his ancestor
David; he will rule over the House of Jacob for
ever and his reign will have no end.’ Mary said
to the angel, ‘But how can this come about,
since I am a virgin?’ ‘The Holy Spirit will come
upon you’ the angel answered ‘and the power
of the Most High will cover you with its shadow.
And so the child will be holy and will be called
Son of God. Know this too: your kinswoman
Elizabeth has, in her old age, herself conceived
a son, and she whom people called barren is
now in her sixth month, for nothing is
impossible to God’ ‘I am the handmaid of the
Lord,’ said Mary ‘let what you have said be
done to me.’ And the angel left her.

Reflection:
If John the Baptist dominates the early part of Advent, it
is Mary the mother of Jesus who comes centre stage
now. In this text from Luke, our attention is focused on
the event upon which the mystery of God’s saving will
depends. Throughout the scriptures, God has sought
out people with humility and courage to hear and
respond to his word and through them his saving will
has been made known. In this young woman from
Nazareth the human response to God finds its perfect
model. Luke presents Mary as the woman of faith and
he gives more prominence to her than the other
evangelists. By her openness to the Spirit of God she
opens the way for God to come into the world and that
is the way Luke presents discipleship. God will be at
work in the world wherever the followers of Jesus leave
themselves open to the work of his Spirit in an attitude
of faith.
In the gospel for today we see an Israelite who is fully
aware of who she is before her God and it is this
humility which allows her to say ‘yes’. The promise
made to David in the grandeur of his palace centuries
before would now be fulfilled because an ordinary girl in
ordinary surroundings has an extraordinary openness
to her God. There is very little splendour and majesty in
the Christmas story; it is characterised by simplicity and
humility and these are the gifts we need to appreciate
the power of it.

