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Introduction: 
 
(Ross Lavery)       

Welcome to our Christmas Carol Service.  We live in a world 
where we are surrounded by words: at the moment all we see 
are signs like “Happy Christmas”, “Season’s Greetings” or 
“Santa’s Grotto”.   Words are our main means of communicating 
with others.  It is no small wonder then that Jesus is referred 
to in the gospels as the “Word of God”.  Jesus is the sign of 
God’s great love for all humankind.  God wanted people to know 
that they were loved.  So God decided to take human form and 
become Emmanuel – ‘God With Us’.  In these last few days 
before Christmas, we take time out to reflect upon the coming 
of Jesus. This Christmas Carol Service will help us to reflect 
on that very first Christmas when Jesus came into the world 
and encourages us to once again allow the light of Christ to 
shine through our lives this Christmas time.   

 
Opening Prayer: 
Fr Ryan) 

 
Our loving heavenly Father, at the Birth of your Son, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the angels in heaven came together to sing His 
praise and to announce His coming. 
Be with us this afternoon/evening, as we join together to 
celebrate the Nativity, and with the wise men, the shepherds and 
the angels, may we worship you with our songs of praise. 
This we ask through Christ our Lord.    Amen 
 
(All Stand and join in the Carol, O Come all ye Faithful) 

Carol:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

O COME ALL YE FAITHFUL 
O come all ye faithful,  
Joyful and triumphant,  
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;  
Come and behold him 
Born the King of Angels: 
O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord 
 
God of God, Light of light,  
Lo! He abhors not the Virgin's womb;  
Very God, Begotten not created 
O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord 
 
Sing, choirs of angels, 
Sing in exultation, 
Sing, all ye citizens of heav'n above; 
Glory to God 
In the highest 
O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord 
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Narrator: 
(Orlagh Cross) 

 
Christmas seemed a long time coming to our world.  From the 
beginning chapters of Genesis onward, God began to speak 
through his prophets to prepare the way for the coming of the 
Messiah, the Saviour of the World.  This reading is from the 
prophet Isaiah.  He wrote this 700 years before Jesus was born. 
Isaiah was looking forward to the new life that Jesus would bring.  
 

Reading: 1 
(Niamh Gormley)             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Senior Ceoltóirí 
Phádraig  
Narrator 
(Orlagh Cross) 
 
 
 
 
Reading: 2 
(Lana Kernan)              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The First Reading is from the Prophet Isaiah: 
The Prophecy
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.   

 (Isaiah 9; v 2, 6 and 7.)  

They lived in a land of shadows, 
but now light is shining on them. 
A child is born to us! 
A son given to us! 
And he will be our ruler. 
He will be called, “Wonderful Counsellor.” 
“Mighty God”, Eternal Father,” 
 “Prince of Peace.” 
His royal power will continue to grow; 
his kingdom will always be at peace. 
He will rule as King David’s successor, basing his power on right 
and justice, from now until the end of time. 
 
 ‘Athmhaidin’ 
 
Just as God spoke to the prophet Isaiah and told him that a virgin 
would conceive and bear a son, the one to be called Prince of 
Peace and Emmanuel, God with us- so in ancient times it was 
foretold by the prophet Micah that it was in Bethlehem that the 
Christ would be born. This is how St. Luke tells the story: 
 
The Second Reading is from St. Luke’s Gospel:  
The Angel Visits Mary (Luke 1: v 26 - 38.) 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in 
Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man named 
Joseph, of the House of David; and the virgin’s name was Mary. 
He went in and said to her, “Rejoice, you who enjoy God’s favour!  
The Lord is with you.” 
  
She was deeply disturbed by these words and asked herself what 
this greeting could mean, but the angel said to her, “Mary, do not 
be afraid; you have won God’s favour.  Look! You are to conceive in 
your womb and bear a son, and you must name him Jesus.  He will 
be great and will be called Son of the Most High.  The Lord God 
will give him the throne of his ancestor David; he will rule over 
the house of Jacob for ever, and his reign will have no end.” 
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Chamber 
Orchestra: 
 
Reflection 
(Laura Kelly)                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mary said to the angel, “But how can this come about, since I have 
no knowledge of man?”  The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will 
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will cover you 
with its shadow.  And so the child will be holy and will be called 
the Son of God.  And I tell you this too:  your cousin Elizabeth 
also, in her old age, has conceived a son, and she whom people call 
barren is now in her sixth month, for nothing is impossible for 
God!  
Mary said, “You see before you the Lord’s servant, let it happen 
to me as you have said.” And the Angel left her. 

Silent Night 

 

May You Always have An Angel by Your Side 
May you always have an angel by your side 
Watching out for you in all the things you do 
Reminding you to keep believing in brighter days 
Finding ways for your wishes and dreams 
to take you to beautiful places 

Giving you hope that is as certain as the sun 
Giving you the strength of serenity as your guide 
May you always have love and comfort and courage 
And may you always have an angel by your side 

May you always have an angel by your side 
Someone there to catch you if you fall 
Encouraging your dreams  

Inspiring your happiness 
Holding your hand and helping you through it all 

In all of our days, our lives are always changing 
Tears come along as well as smiles 
Along the roads you travel, 
may the miles be a thousand times more lovely than lonely 

May they give you the kind of Christmas gifts that never, ever 
end: 
someone wonderful to love and a dear 
friend in whom you can confide 
May you have rainbows after every storm 
May you have hopes to keep you warm 
And may you always have an angel by your side. 
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Academy Choir 
 
Narrator  
(Orlagh Cross) 
 
 
 
 
 
Reading 3 
 (Bronagh Mc 
Mullan)                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reflection 
(Cliodhna Coyle)                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mary, did you know? 
 
Like countless millions before us at this time of year, we turn our 
thoughts to that town of Bethlehem, a simple farming community, 
with fields of wheat, groves of olives and vineyards. The centre 
of our interest is where in a simple lowly place a child is born, the 
one we call the Son of Mary and the Son of God. 
This is how St. Luke tells us about it: 
 
The Third Reading:  
The Birth of Jesus (Luke 2: v 1 - 7.) 
  
Now it happened that at this time Caesar Augustus issued a 
decree that a census should be made of the whole inhabited 
world. 
This census - the first - took place while Quirinius was governor 
of Syria, and everyone went to be registered, each to his own 
town. 
So Joseph set out from the town of Nazareth in Galilee for 
Judea, to David’s town called Bethlehem, since he was of David’s 
house and line, in order to be registered together with Mary, his 
betrothed, who was with child. 
Now it happened that, while they were there, the time came for 
her to have her child, and she gave birth to a son, her first born. 
She wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger 
because there was no room for them at the inn. 
 
This, (today), tonight is the Meeting Place 
 
This, today/tonight  
Is the meeting place 
Of heaven and earth. 
 
For this, today/tonight, 
Is the stable  
In which God keeps his appointment 
To meet his people 
 
Not many high are here. 
not many holy; 
not many innocent children, 
not many worldly wise; 
not all familiar faces, 
not all frequent visitors. 
 
But, if today/tonight 
Only strangers met, 
That would be enough, 
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Ceoltóirí Phádraig 
 
Carol: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Narrator  
(Orlagh Cross) 
 
 
 
 
Reading: 4 
(Niamh Higgins) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For Bethlehem was not the hub of the universe, 
Nor was the stable a platform of famous folk. 
 
In an out-of-the-way place 
Which folk never thought to visit- 
There God kept and keeps his promise: 
There God sends his son. 
 
Bygone Days 
 
(All Stand and join in the Carol, Once in Royal David’s City)  
 
“ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY” 
  
Once in royal David's city, 
Stood a lowly cattle shed, 
Where a mother laid her baby 
In a manger for His bed: 
Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ her little child. 
 
He came down to earth from heaven, 
Who is God and Lord of all, 
And His shelter was a stable, 
And His cradle was a stall; 
With the poor and mean and lowly, 
Lived on earth our Saviour holy. 
 
Not in that poor lowly stable, 
With the oxen standing by, 
We shall see Him, but in heaven, 
Set at God's right hand on high; 
When like stars His children crowned, 
All in white shall wait around. 
 
It was strange, wasn’t it, but perhaps not so strange really, that 
the first to hear of the birth of Jesus, would be a group of 
humble shepherds, at work on a Judean hillside. God did not, and 
does not, dismiss them as worthless. His message of salvation is 
for everyone, this Christmas. 
 
The Fourth Reading is from St. Luke’s Gospel: 
 
The Shepherds Visit Jesus (Luke 2: v 8 - 17.) 
In the countryside close by, there were shepherds out in the 
fields keeping guard over their sheep during the watches of night.  
An angel of the Lord stood over them and the glory of the Lord 
shone round them. 
They were terrified, but the angel said “Do not be afraid.  Look, I 
bring you news of great joy, a joy to be shared by the whole 
people.  Today in the town of David, a Saviour has been born to 
you; he is Christ the Lord.  And here is a sign for you, you will find 
a baby wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger”. 
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Orchestra 
 
Reflection:  
 (James Dolan)  
 
 

And all at once with the angel, there was a great throng of the 
hosts of heaven, praising God with the words: 
  
‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace for those he favours.’ 
  
Now it happened that when the angels had gone from them into 
heaven, the shepherds said to one another.  “Let us go to 
Bethlehem and see this event which the Lord has made known to 
us.”  So they hurried away and found Mary and Joseph, and the 
baby lying in a manger. 
 
Carol of the bells 
 
THE SHEPHERD BOY'S GIFT  

When near to her at Bethlehem  
I knelt at Christmastide, 
"There is no pillow for thy Son, 
No pillow, Lady, for thy Son," 
I said to her, and sighed.  

But when I softly turned away  
And tiptoed from His bed, 
The Lady Mary smiled at me, 
The Lady Mary smiled to see  
(I'd tucked it in so carefully) 
My heart beneath His head. 

   
Junior Choir  Carol of the children 
 
Carol 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(All Stand and join in the Carol, The First Nowell) 
THE FIRST NOWELL  
1. The first Nowell the angel did say, 
 Was to certain poor shepherds 
 in fields as they lay, 
 In fields where they lay 
 keeping their sheep, 
 On a cold winter’s night that 
 was so deep; 
 
 Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, 
 Born is the king of Israel! 
 
2. They looked up and saw a star, 
 Shining in the east, beyond them far, 
 And to the earth it gave great light, 
 And so it continued both day and night: 
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Narrator:  
(Orlagh Cross)     
  
 

 
 Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, 
 Born is the king of Israel! 
 
3. And by the light of that same star, 
 Three wise men came from country far, 
 To seek a king was their intent, 
 And to follow the star wherever it went; 
 
 Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, 
    Born is the king of Israel!  
 
Not only from close at hand but far away, visitors came to see the baby. 
Not only from Jewish background but Gentiles too. Not just unlearned 
simple folk but scholars who read God’s heavenly messages. In a strange 
land in the distant East the Magi sensed God’s Love and were compelled to 
search for the great one who had been born. They were led to the crib of 
Jesus to offer their gifts of love. 
 
 

Reading: 5 
(Niamh Hanna)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Fifth Reading is from St. Matthew’s Gospel: 
The Visit of the Wise Men (Matthew 2: v 1 - 12.) 
After Jesus had been born at Bethlehem in Judea during the reign of 
King Herod, some Wise men came to Jerusalem from the east asking, 
“Where is the infant King of the Jews?  We saw this star as it rose and 
have come to do him homage.” 
When King Herod heard this, he was perturbed, and so was the whole 
of Jerusalem.  He called together all the chief priests and the scribes 
of the people, and inquired of them where the Christ was to be born.  
They told him: “At Bethlehem in Judea, for this is what the prophet 
wrote: 

And you, Bethlehem, 
in the land of Judah, 

you are by no means the least 
among the leaders of Judah, 

for from you will come a leader 
who will shepherd my people Israel.” 

Then Herod summoned the Wise men to see him privately.  He asked 
them the exact date on which the star had appeared and sent them on 
to Bethlehem with the words, “Go and find out all about the child, and 
when you have found him, let me know, so that I too may go and do him 
homage.” 
Having listened to what the King had to say, they set out.  And suddenly 
the star they had seen rising went forward and halted over the place 
where the child was.  The sight of the star filled them with delight, and 
going into the house they saw the child with his mother Mary, and 
falling to their knees they did him homage. 
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Academy Choir &   Lo, how a rose/The Rose 
Cambiata                
 
1) 
(Iarlaith Hendron)            

 
Prayers for Christmas 

   We pray that as Christmas comes round each year we are not tempted 
to say, “We’ve heard all this so many times before; we know the story 
of by heart.” Lord, remind us of the difference between knowing the 
story and knowing the one the story is about. 
Help us to practice in our lives the real message of Christmas. 
Lord hear us. 

Response: “Lord, graciously hear us.” 
 

2)  
(Iarlaith Hendron)                             
 

As Christmas approaches, we pray that like Mary, people will be open- 
hearted and give to many charities both at home and abroad which help 
the poor and those who are most in need. 
Lord hear us. 

Response: “Lord, graciously hear us.” 
 

3) 
( Catherine Cassidy)       
  

Dear Lord, we pray for all who have died, especially members of our 
families, and all those associated with our school. May the Lord through 
his love and care give all of them the gift of eternal happiness and 
peace. 
Lord hear us. 

Response: “Lord, graciously hear us.” 
 

Reflection 
 
(Shannon Tennyson) 

You shouldn’t have 
 
And is this all Christmas is really about: 
Useless presents we could well do without? 
Grumbles when we get what we don’t really want 
If that’s all it’s for and that’s how it is, 
We might as well give up, admit it’s a swizz. 
You shouldn’t have.  Really, you shouldn’t have. 
 
But for all of the handkerchiefs, bath salts and soap, 
There’s something about Christmas, something about hope, 
And a birth in a manager, a child in a stable 
Far from the shops and the over-full table, 
Where God came among us from heaven above 
And showed in that giving astonishing love. 
He shouldn’t have. 
 
He shouldn’t have gone through all that for us - 
The birth, the humility, the death on a cross – 
Yet he did, and everything’s changed by that life, 
Bringing light out of darkness, peace out of strife. 
He emptied himself in love beyond measure, 
So that life in its fullness and all heaven’s treasure 
We should have. 
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4) 
(Catherine Cassidy)                         
  

We pray for all whom we love and care for and all who share in the life 
of our school community. We think in a special way of our families who 
support and help us as we live each day. May the peace and love of 
Christ be seen in our relationships with one another. 
Lord hear us. 
 

Response: “Lord, graciously hear us.” 
 

5) 
(Catherine Cassidy) 
 

We pray for all those who are lonely and all those who will be away from 
their homes or their families this Christmas time. We think of those 
who have no family, all emigrants and missionaries. Child of Mary and 
Joseph, child of their home, give peace to all and may all peoples find 
hope in you 
Lord hear us.  

Response:  
 
6) 
 (Molly McCann/Tiarna 
Mallon)                             
 
 
 
Response:    
 

“Lord, graciously hear us.” 
 
We pray that Christians and people of goodwill throughout the world 
will see the birth of Jesus as an opportunity to begin anew.  May your 
spirit of reconciliation and forgiveness make us sharers in your work of 
creation. 
Lord hear us. 
 
“Lord, graciously hear us.” 
 

 
7)  
(Molly Mc 
Cann/Tiarna Mallon)                             
 
 
 
Response:         
 
8)   
((Molly Mc 
Cann/Tiarna Mallon)                                                           
 
 
Response:         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We pray for all those who struggle with life, those with addictions, family 
problems and those who are burdened in any way. We think especially of all 
those who are affected by the current economic downturn. May God grant 
them the courage to face any difficulties in the knowledge that you are 
present with them at all times. 
Lord hear us 
“Lord, graciously hear us.” 
 
We pray especially for all those who are ill or in hospital at this time.  We 
ask God to give them the courage to meet any challenges that may lie ahead. 
May they receive your help and healing grace during this Christmas season. 
Lord hear us 
 
“Lord, graciously hear us.”                        
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Orchestra &         
Ceoltóirí Phádraig 
 
 
Reflection 
(Niamh Higgins) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Academy Choir         

The Wexford Carol  
 
If Jesus Came to You at Christmas  
 
Would you have to change your clothes before you let him in? 
Or hide some magazines and put the bible where they had been? 
 
Would you hide your worldly music and put some hymns books out? 
Could you let Jesus walk right in, or would you rush about? 
 
And I wonder …if the Saviour spent a day or two with you, 
Would you go right on doing, the things you always do? 
 
Would you go right on saying, the things you always say, 
Or would life for you continue as it does from day to day? 
 
Would you take Jesus with you everywhere you go? 
Or would you maybe change your plans for just a day or so? 
 
Would you be glad to have Him meet your closest friends? 
Or would you hope they stayed away until His visit ends? 
 
Would you be glad to have Him stay forever on and on? 
Or would you sigh with great relief when He at last was gone? 
 
It might be interesting to know, the things that you would do, 
If Jesus came at Christmas, to spend some time with you!  
 
Thorns in the straw 

 
(James Dolan) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Final Address 
Christmas is not just for children. Jesus as a child is there for all of us, from his 
birth he was surrounded by human warmth and blessing. Those who received him 
into the world recognized in this tiny baby that he was a gift from God. 
 Maybe we have lost our sense of wonder, we’ve discovered so much, know 
so much and yet when all is said and done, we know so little. The deep amazement 
at the birth of Christ for the most part is lost. It is lost in the haze of 
preparations, decorations, shopping, Christmas dinner, never-ending lists. 
 The scene at Bethlehem is simple and profound. There was no pomp or 
ceremony. The challenge for us is to keep the real meaning of Christmas in our 
minds, not “to lose the run of ourselves” with excess shopping, eating and 
drinking. 
 The spirit of Christmas means reaching out to those who have little, the 
poor and the lonely, remembering those who have lost loved ones throughout the 
year, taking time with people especially those who dread this season. 
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 The birth of Christ is the birth of new hope, but it must grow out of love 
given and received. 
God’s love, which is the foundation of hope, is also a command. 
“Just as I have loved you, you should also love one another.” 
The best present we can give anyone this Christmas is love. 
 

Final Prayer 
(Fr Ryan) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Orchestra 
 
Mr F. Donnelly 
(Principal) 

A Christmas Prayer 
Lord, Jesus Christ, 
You are the Son of God and Son of Mary. 
You are our brother, our friend, 
And Saviour of all peoples. 
 
Fill our hearts with joy 
As once again we celebrate your birth at Bethlehem. 
Open our eyes 
So that we may see you in the people around us. 
Open our lips 
So that we may speak words that are kind. 
Open our hands 
So that we may be generous to others. 
 
Let us see you 
In the beauty of flowers and stars. 
Let us hear you 
In the whisper of the breeze. 
Let us feel you 
In the company of family and friends. 
Let us know you 
In our times of prayer. 
Prince of peace, 
Bless us this Christmas. 
Amen.    
 
Ding dong merrily on high 
 
Words of appreciation  
 
Everyone is welcome to the canteen for light refreshments after the final 
blessing. (Evening only) 
                                                                           
 (All Stand and join in the Carol, Hark the Herald Angels Sing)  

Final Carol: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HARK THE HERALD ANGELS SING  
Hark! The herald angels sing 
Glory to the newborn King 
Peace on earth and mercy mild 
God and sinners reconciled 
Joyful, all ye nations rise 
Join the triumph of the skies 
With angelic host proclaim 
Christ is born in Bethlehem 
Hark! The herald angels sing 
Glory to the newborn King 
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Christ by highest heav'n adored 
Christ the everlasting Lord 
Late in time behold Him come 
Offspring of a Virgin's womb 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see 
Hail the incarnate Deity 
Pleased as man with man to dwell 
Jesus, our Emmanuel 
Hark! The herald angels sing 
Glory to the newborn King! 

 
  
 
 
  
 
 


