
Servant Leadership  
A Liturgy of the Word  
 

 
 
 
Greeting and Introduction  
 
Welcome to this Liturgy of the Word. The theme of our 
prayer is Servant Leadership. 
 
Through Baptism, we are united to Christ and made 
sharers in his risen life. As Christians, the way of 
servant leadership modelled by our Teacher and Lord 
becomes our own. All that is asked on our part is 
faithfulness to love of God and neighbour. Drawing 
strength from our union with Christ through his Church, 
we serve and lead, while encouraging others to grow 
and use their gifts for building up the body of believers 
Let us begin this time of prayer with joy, knowing that 
our God is glorified in our efforts to lead and serve with 
Christ’s love.  
 
Opening Song:  Will You Come and Follow Me,   
                                                               verses 1-3  
 
Opening Prayer:  
 
Let us begin our prayer: In the name of the Father, and 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  
Amen.  
Lord God, you call us to life in all its fullness, following 
the path set out by Jesus your Son. As we reflect on his 
leadership as Servant, we ask you to deepen our desire  
to imitate his example. May our exercise of the gifts you 
have given us be a faithful reflection of his presence at 
work in our lives. We make this prayer to you through 
Christ, our Lord.  
 

Reading: Isaiah 6, 1-8 

 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Master 
sitting on a throne—high, exalted!—and the train of his 
robes filled the Temple. Angel-seraphs hovered above 
him, each with six wings. With two wings they covered 

their faces, with two their feet, and with two they flew. 
And they called back and forth one to the other, Holy, 
Holy, Holy is GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies. His bright glory 
fills the whole earth. The foundations trembled at the 
sound of the angel voices, and then the whole house 
filled with smoke. I said, “Doom! It’s Doomsday!  I’m as 
good as dead! Every word I’ve ever spoken is tainted—
 blasphemous even! And the people I live with talk the 
same way, using words that corrupt and desecrate. 
And here I’ve looked God in the face! The King! GOD-of-
the-Angel-Armies!” 

Then one of the angel-seraphs flew to me. He held a 
live coal that he had taken with tongs from the altar. He 
touched my mouth with the coal and said, “Look. This 
coal has touched your lips   Gone your guilt, your sins 
wiped out.” 
And then I heard the voice of the Master:  “Whom shall I 
send? Who will go for us?” 
I spoke up, “ I’ll go.  Send me! ” 

The Word of the Lord.  R/  Thanks be to God. 

Response: 
 
Leader: My people hunger for living signs of my love for 
them. Whom shall I send?  
All  Here am I, send me!  
 
Leader: My people are weary, and long for 
encouragement as they labour at tasks with few  
stopping to thank them.  Whom shall I send?  
All  Here am I, send me!  
 
Leader: My people yearn to have their giftedness called 
forth in the service of love. Whom shall I send?  
All  Here am I, send me!  
 
Leader: My people live in an age which prizes 
individualism, and starves their need to contribute to 
something bigger than themselves. Whom shall I send?  
All  Here am I, send me!  
 
Leader: My people thirst for leaders who reveal me as a 
God of hope who accompanies them  
in their struggle and pain. Whom shall I send?  
All Here am I, send me!  
 
Leader: My people long for leaders who have tasted 
their brokenness, and have learned to serve with 
humility and joy. Whom shall I send?  
All Here am I, send me!  
 
Leader: My people’s eyes and hearts search for role 
models who honour my presence in the poor, the 



hungry, the grieving, the peacemakers, and those 
wrongly persecuted for my sake. Whom shall I send?  
All Here am I, send me!  
 
Gospel Reading: Jesus Washes the Disciples Feet, 
John 13, 4-17.  

Jesus knew that the Father had put him in complete 
charge of everything, that he came from God and was 
on his way back to God. So he got up from the supper 
table, set aside his robe, and put on an apron. Then he 
poured water into a basin and began to wash the feet of 

the disciples, drying them 
with his apron. When he 
got to Simon Peter, Peter 
said, “Master, you wash 
my feet?” 

7 Jesus answered, “You 
don’t understand now 
what I’m doing, but it will 
be clear enough to you 
later.” 

8 Peter persisted, “You’re not going to wash my feet—
ever!” 

Jesus said, “If I don’t wash you, you can’t be part of 
what I’m doing.” 

9 “Master!” said Peter. “Not only my feet, then. Wash my 
hands! Wash my head!” 

10-12 Jesus said, “If you’ve had a bath in the morning, 
you only need your feet washed now and you’re clean 
from head to toe. My concern, you understand, is 
holiness, not hygiene. So now you’re clean. But not 
every one of you.” (He knew who was betraying him. 
That’s why he said, “Not every one of you.”) After he 
had finished washing their feet, he took his robe, put it 
back on, and went back to his place at the table. 

12-17 Then he said, “Do you understand what I have 
done to you? You address me as ‘Teacher’ and 
‘Master,’ and rightly so. That is what I am. So if I, the 
Master and Teacher, washed your feet, you must now 
wash each other’s feet. I’ve laid down a pattern for you. 
What I’ve done, you do. I’m only pointing out the 
obvious. A servant is not ranked above his master; an 
employee doesn’t give orders to the employer. If you 
understand what I’m telling you, act like it—and live a 
blessed life. 

 

Reflection: “The Task: ‘Feed My Sheep’” by Henri 
Nouwen.  
 
* In many ways, he (Jesus) makes it clear that ministry 
is a communal and mutual experience. 
 
* We cannot bring good news on our own. We are 
called to proclaim the Gospel together, in community. ... 
You might already have discovered for yourself how 
radically different traveling alone is from traveling 
together. I have found over and over again how hard it 
is to be truly faithful to Jesus when I am alone. I need 
my brothers and sisters to pray with me, to speak with 
me about the spiritual task at hand, and to challenge 
me to stay pure in mind, heart, and body. But far more 
importantly, it is Jesus who heals, not I; Jesus who 
speaks words of truth, not I; Jesus who is Lord, not I. 
This is very clearly made visible when we proclaim the 
redeeming power of God together. Indeed, whenever 
we minister together, it is easier for people to recognize 
that we do not come in our own name, but in the name 
of the Lord Jesus who sent us. 
 
* We should not only live in community, but also 
minister in community. Bill and I were sent to you by our 
community in the conviction that the same Lord who 
binds us together in love will also reveal himself to us 
and others as we walk together on the road. 
 
* Ministry is not only a communal experience, it is also 
a mutual experience. 
 
* As Jesus ministers, so he wants us to minister. He 
wants Peter to feed his sheep and care for them, not as 
"professionals" who know their clients' problems and 
take care of them, but as vulnerable brothers and 
sisters who know and are known, who care and are 
cared for, who forgive and are being forgiven, who love 
and are being loved. ... But how can anyone lay down 
his life for those with whom he is not even allowed to 
enter into a deep personal relationship? Laying down 
your life means making your own faith and doubt, hope 
and despair, joy and sadness, courage and fear 
available to others as ways of getting in touch with the 
Lord of life. 
 
We are not the healers, we are not the reconcilers, we 
are not the givers of life. We are sinful, broken, 
vulnerable people who need as much care as anyone 
we care for. The mystery of ministry is that we have 
been chosen to make our own limited and very 
conditional love the gateway for the unlimited and 
unconditional love of God. Therefore, true ministry must 
be mutual. When the members of a community of faith 
cannot truly know and love their shepherd, shepherding 



quickly becomes a subtle way of exercising power over 
others and begins to show authoritarian and dictatorial 
traits. ... The leadership about which Jesus speaks is of 
a radically different kind from the leadership offered by 
the world. It is a servant leadership - to use Robert 
Greenleaf's term - in which the leader is a vulnerable 
servant who needs the people as much as they need 
him or her. 
 
* From this it is clear that a whole new type of 
leadership is asked for in the Church of tomorrow, a 
leadership which is not modelled on the power games 
of the world, but on the servant-leader Jesus, who 
came to give his life for the salvation of many. 
 
Prayers of Intercession:  
1. Let us pray for the Church.  
That all who share a common baptism might learn to 
use their gifts wisely, in the service of unity among 
Christians and peace among peoples of all faiths. We 
pray to the Lord.  
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
2. Let us pray for the world.  
That leaders of nations might become servants of 
justice and defenders of the neediest and poorest 
among us. We pray to the Lord.  
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
3. Let us pray for all those who suffer due to leadership 
without compassion.  
That the Spirit of our risen Lord might bring them the 
consolaton of leaders with hearts warmed by Christ’s 
love. We pray to the Lord.  
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
4.. Let us pray for our dioceses, school boards and 
educational communities of faith. That all their 
members might be strengthened with a greater 
appreciation  
for the gifts of leadership and service given to each 
one. We pray to the Lord.  
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
5. Let us pray for ourselves.  
That we might recognize and learn from the wisdom 
each of us  
has drawn from our life experiences, and be open to the 
new possibilities for leadership and service to which the 
Spirit calls us. We pray to the Lord.  
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
6. Let us pray for our presenters this day.  
That their words might be inspired to help us better 
embrace our call to lead and serve. 

We pray to the Lord.  
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
Other intentions:  
 
Leader: Let us unite our prayers spoken in word, and 
those in our hearts, with the prayer of Jesus, using the 
words he taught us.  
Our Father . . .  
 
Closing Prayer  
 
Lord, as we discern the meaning of our call to servant 
leadership, help us recognize the ways you seek to 
minister through our lives. Inspired by the knowledge of 
your abiding presence, may we have the courage to 
reach out and support one another, to stand firm in 
what is true, to decrease when others should increase, 
and to lead with vision and compassion, as faithful 
followers of Jesus, your Son. We make this  
prayer to you in his name. Amen.  
 
And may almighty God bless us: Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit. Amen.  
 
 
Please join in our closing song:  
Will You Come and Follow Me, vv. 4-5 
 
 

 

 

 


