
Matthew 21:1-11 

 

When they were near Jerusalem and had come in 

sight of Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus 

sent two disciples, saying to them, 'Go to the 

village facing you, and you will immediately find 

a tethered donkey and a colt with her. Untie them 

and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to 

you, you are to say, "The Master needs them and 

will send them back directly".' This took place to 

fulfil the prophecy: 

Say to the daughter of Zion:  

Look, your king comes to you;  

he is humble, he rides on a donkey  

and on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden. 

So the disciples went out and did as Jesus had told 

them. They brought the 

donkey and the colt, then 

they laid their cloaks on 

their backs and he sat on 

them. Great crowds of 

people spread their cloaks 

on the road, while others 

were cutting branches 

from the trees and 

spreading them in his 

path. The crowds who 

went in front of him and those who followed were 

all shouting:  

'Hosanna to the Son of David!  

Blessings on him who comes in the name of the 

Lord!  

Hosanna in the highest heavens!' 

And when he entered Jerusalem, the whole city 

was in turmoil. 'Who is this?' people asked, and 

the crowds answered, 'This is the prophet Jesus 

from Nazareth in Galilee'. 

Palm Sunday of our Lord's Passion 

The week ahead, known to us as Holy Week, is 

the most important time of the whole year for us 

as Christians to grow in a knowledge of what our 

faith is about. Unfortunately it has increasingly 

become a time of heading to the sun for so many 

people. During this week we are put in touch with 

the reality of Christ’s death on the Cross for us 

and the wonderful knowledge of his Resurrection 

from the dead. We are also put in touch with the 

reality of the human condition that can change so 

quickly from enthusiasm to hatred as on 

Palm/Passion Sunday or from love to cowardice 

as on Holy Thursday. Thursday, Friday and 

Saturday are particularly important for us to give 

time to prayer and reflection that are provided for 

in the various liturgies. 

 

And do we yet understand, 

Lord Jesus, 

as the year go by 

and we hear the story again?  

Can a poor man on a donkey 
dying like a slave 
succeed?  

We like success so much, 
the kind you feel and touch 
and put your hands on 
right away. 

What success 
can anyone find 
in a Cross?  

Or is there success 
in faithfulness? 
When you can say: 
"Your will be done!" 
"Father, forgive them."  

Like the two from Emmaus 
we hope for easy gain. 
Come walk at our side, 
and tell us what matters most, 
O Lord.  


